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April 19, 2001

SUMMARY OF BILL:
1. Requires the Department of Health to establish a statewide program for identifying

newborns with hearing loss.
2. Requires the department to develop a database on the number of infants screened,

referred and confirmed as having a hearing loss.
3. Requires all hospitals and all birthing centers to provide specified hearing testing to all

newborns
4. Provides that for infants born in a location other than a hospital or birthing center or

without health insurance coverage, testing shall be provided for a fee to be
promulgated by the Department of Health.

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT:
Increase State Expenditures - Exceeds $100,000
Increase State Revenues - Not Significant
Increase Local Govt. Expenditures* - Less than $100,000
Other Fiscal Impact - Increase Federal Expenditures - Exceeds $200,000

Estimate assumes:
• TennCare currently pays for tests in hospitals that perform hearing

screenings.  Approximately 62% of all TennCare covered births are
currently screened.  An increase in excess of 12,000 tests will be performed
in the remaining hospitals at an average cost of $30 per test.  Such costs
are likely to result in increased cost to TennCare MCOs and ultimately to
the TennCare Program.

• The Department of Health would perform additional screenings for infants
without health care coverage and will recover an insignificant amount of
revenue.

• The Department of Health will incur additional cost to develop and
implement a database and to establish and coordinate a statewide program
for identifying newborns with a hearing loss.

• The state employee health insurance plan will pay for testing an estimated
additional 135 infants annually at an average cost of $30.

• Local government health insurance plans will pay for additional tests each
year.  The amount cannot be determined but is estimated to be less than
$100,000.

*Article II, Section 24 of the Tennessee Constitution provides that: no law of general
application shall impose increased expenditure requirements on cities or counties unless the
General Assembly shall provide that the state share in the cost.
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